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Just as, in passing under review a century of history, it is necessary that we should bear in mind the changing conditions in the life, manners, and customs of a people, in order to form a just appreciation of certain actions and events, so also, in considering the contributions to any branch of science during a hundred years, it is essential that we should recall the state of knowledge which existed in that science at various periods, but more especially in the earliest years.
Regarded from this aspect, what was the position of medical jurisprudence at the beginning of the last century? On the Continent, in Germany, France, and Italy, numerous workers had been engaged for many years in its study, and it had assumed the position of a separate and important branch of medicine. Many writers had published valuable treatises and monographs dealing with forensic medicine as a whole or some of its special departments, while in Germany at least the subject was taught in several of its universities by specially appointed professors.
The latter part of the eighteenth century had been a period of great activity abroad amongst medico-legal writers, and the subject had made great advances. In Germany the lectures of Haller and the well-known works of Plenck, Loder, and 
